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Professor for Urban Planning, Comparative Planning History, Housing and Urban Renewal at the HafenCity
University Hamburg. His research focuses on urban history, planning history, history of housing and urban
renewal, particularly on studies on transformations of harbour and waterfront areas in seaport regions and
city/port interface areas. He has published several books and articles in international journals on waterfront
transformations and is (co-)editor of several journals. His last two books are about the urban thinker and
theorist Jane Jacobs and her impact on urban planning and revitalisation. He was elected President IPHS
(International Planning History Society) and Chair of the Fritz-Schumacher-Society in Hamburg. He is head of
the Scientific Committee of Transformation of the Old Port in Trieste and member of the Scientific Committee
of RETE.



